The library had been a room where books were kept. There was no order to the book collec tion nor were students and teachers allowed access to the books. The law mandated that each school maintain a room with books to be called the library and that was what we had. until the new librarian came.
This new librarian wore her hair in dread locks and wore clothing that was carefully se lected from the pseudo-Mrican clothing bazaar on the Avenue ofthe Americas at 125th Street. My students fell in love with this beautifully dramatic story lady immediately. She told my students that they should be proud oftheirAfrican heritage and that they should share her dream of traveling off to Africa one day. As the children recounted all they had learned from their story lady. they turned to me. assuming that I would share the dream of returning to Mother Africa. I explained to the children that during my college preparation I had an opportunity to study in Mrica. but elected to study in England instead.
It was difficult for the students to realize that two. college-educated. Mrican American women could hold such different views on the subject of travel to Mrica. It was difficult for me to watch as my students began to view theMro-centric stories of the librarian as more powerful than their own stories crafted during writing workshop. My first reaction was to devalue the dreams of travel to Africa. butthatwould not necessarily have helped students value their own stories. I quickly real ized that here was an opportunity to approach Black History Month from a new perspective. Rather than emphasizing the unity within the African American community. I decided to present students with opportunities to look at the dissi dence.
I used a poem in an old Science Research Associates series about Booker T. Washington and W.E.B. DuBois. The poem spoke to the fact Spring 1996that while they were each viewed as intellectual giants in the Afncan Amencan community, they did not view the road to progress in the same way. While Booker T. Washington as the "Wizard of Tuskegee" embraced the manual arts as the means for Afncan Amencans to further them selves in this countIy, W.E.a. DuBois thought that the pursuit of higher education and political justice would be the right path (Aptheker).
To involve the students in the poem, I asked them to chant it aloud being aware of the rhythm and the diction as they did so. After this bnef introduction, we studied both men portrayed in the poem. By looking at the contrast between what these two AfricanAmencan wrtters thought, students could begin to see that Black History embraces multiple perspectives and that the Af ncan Amencan intellectual community is one fIlled with many nch traditions just like their classrooms were fIlled with many nch stones. In trying to get the students to see that there are many sides to the Afncan Amencan expenence, including the one being taught to them by the library teacher, I had engaged them in a begin ning debate about the African Amencan intellec tual traditions.
... the African American intellectual community is one filled with many rich traditions ... I recount this story to my college students and ask them whether or not they believe that they should include Black History Month matenals in their year-long overview of classroom topics to be addressed. Some students will ask,"Aren't Black History Month matenals and topics part of the curriculum we will be given by the school dis trict?" But the majority of students say, "Black History Month should not be recognized in the elementary social studies cUrriculum. After all, if the government mandated Black History Month then we would have to set aside a month for everyone." And other black students may even wonder, "Whyis it that Black History Month is the shortest month ofthe year? It is an insult." Black History Month has become a problem for my 50 Language Arts Journal of Michigan preservice student teachers and for classroom teachers in part because it is usually treated as a litany of heroes, heroines. and food festivals. The story of how and why the celebration began has been lost.
Teachers and students must come to under stand that Black History Month is part of the intellectual story of Afncan Amencans in this country. To celebrate the contributions ofAfrican Americans in the month ofFebruary by including literature in which Afncan Amencans are repre sented, while better than allowing the Afncan Amencan to go unnoticed. may no longer be inclusive enough. Afncan Amencans should be included in the classroom throughout the school year.
The humble beginnings ofBlack History Month as Negro History Week in 1926 is part of an intellectual story worthy of being shared with students. Carter G. Woodson, the son of slaves and recipient of a Ph.D. from Harvard University. organized Negro History Week as a national sa lute to the achievements and strides blacks made in Amenca (Goggin). The second week in Febru ary was designated for the celebration because it included the birth dates of Abraham Lincoln and Fredenck Douglass. Celebrations of Black His tory Month spread in the Afncan Amencan com munity from the gathenngs of intellectuals to gathenngs ofchurch and civic organizations. The inclusion of Black History Month in the schools grew out ofthese community-based celebrations.
So that all students have more opportunities to explore the intellectual legacy of multiple cul tural groups including Afncan Amencans. the National Council for the Social Studies estab lished the Carter G. Woodson Book Award in 1973. The award was created to encourage the wrttlng. publishing. and dissemination of out standing trade books for young readers that treat the topics related to ethnic minorities and race relations. (The list of recipients is included in the appendix.) Back in Harlem. where this piece began, stones were used to encourage the students to study the intellectual legacy of our own people. The poem that students performed in the class room told the story ofa single dinner party dunng which DuBois and Washington met. Teachers use story in their classrooms all ofthe time. even as part oftheir Black History Month celebrations. It is possible to make the use of story even more powerful for students when we ask them to look across stories at the dissidence among African Americans. In my classroom I looked at W.E.B. DuBois and BookerT. Washington, but a teacher could just as easily look at the intellectual legacy of Martin Luther King Jr. and Malcolm X. The story of Martin's childhood and measured ap proach to ending racism in this country is at odds with the struggle for black unity and separatism often preached by Malcolm. Both men sought to improve the lives ofAfrican Americans, but their approaches throughout their lives were different. Beyond retelling the lives of these two men, teachers can invite students to reconstruct the stories of their separate visions of Black America by reading writings across their lifetimes.
Providing students with examples of the di verse intellectual powers possessed by people within their cultural group can be used to moti vate students to begin their own intellectual legacy. When students are asked to connect the stories of others to their own lives we encourage them to think through where they stand within a cultural group rich in diversity. 
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